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YOUR LETTERS

ANOTHER VIEW

T en years ago state 
courts ruled that New 
York had violated the 

state Constitution by failing 
to provide the money that 
high-need school districts 
required to provide their 
students with an equal and 
adequate education. The 
courts ordered the state to 
come up with $5.5 billion for 
these schools in addition to 
regular state aid and imposed 
a schedule for the payments.

While the governor and leg-
islators have been celebrating 
what they like to call an unprec-
edented increase in state aid to 
education in the latest budget, 
those who have been keeping 
track of that court order have a 
different story to tell.

Only one in five of the schools 
owed money by the state has 
received the amount that was 
supposed to be paid so far. 
And if you look at the schools 
with high concentrations of 
Black and Latino students, the 
numbers are even worse. There 
are 33 in that category and only 
three are on track to receive the 
money they were promised.

All of this comes from a 
report last week from the Alli-
ance for Quality Education, the 
Education Law Center and the 
Public Policy and Education 
Fund of New York. The money, 
called foundation aid, is part of 
a very complex mix of fund-
ing and formulas that is hard to 
track.

It helps if you can put some 
names to the numbers. And 
around here, those names are 
very familiar.

The Middletown school 
district, winner of national rec-
ognition for its achievements 
in the face of adversity, is the 
farthest behind having received 
only 13 percent of the money 

the courts ordered the state 
to supply. Newburgh schools, 
which have shown great 
improvement over the past few 
years, are not far ahead having 
received only 14 percent of the 
promised aid. Four schools in 
Sullivan County also are on 
the list with Monticello and 
Fallsburg receiving 19 percent 
of the aid, Ellenville receiving 
20 percent and Liberty, the lone 
local school at the pace that the 
courts mandated, at 26 percent.

This shortfall is easy to 
explain, impossible to justify.

The state paid the mandated 
amounts for two years, then 
froze the payments because of 
other budget challenges. Four 
years ago the payments started 
again but for much smaller 
amounts. As of now, the state 
still owes these schools $2.8 
billion and it is providing that 
money at a much slower pace 
than it did in the first two years.

The schools on the list all 
have high levels of poverty and 
all have struggled to maintain 
basic programs and staffing 
levels as the state cut back on 
aid and limited local contribu-
tions through the property tax 
cap.

This foundation aid was 
supposed to help make these 
schools whole eventually. By 
falling so far behind on the pay-
ments, the state has reversed 
that trend, leaving students to 
suffer.

When legislators campaign 
for re-election this summer 
and fall with happy talk about 
school funding, remind them 
that the Legislature is still a 
deadbeat when it comes to 
many schools. And because the 
schools owed foundation aid 
educate about two-thirds of 
the student population, this is a 
serious concern everywhere.

State is a deadbeat to 
most needy schools

Speaking up on party 
loyalty and ouster

I’m writing in reference to 
a June 19, 2016 Record article 
about the removal by the 
Orange County Democratic 
Party of 10 members of the City 
of Newburgh Democratic Party 
on the grounds of party disloy-
alty. I am one of those people.

I have been a Democrat all 
of my life. I joined the City 
Committee in about 2008, at 
the behest of Jonathan Jacob-
son. Last year, Jacobson called 
me and asked if I felt he would 
make a good candidate for 
mayor of Newburgh. I told 
him that it would be a mistake 
for him and a disaster for the 
city. At the city Democratic 
endorsement meeting he 
announced his candidacy, even 
though the incumbent Demo-
crat was seeking reelection. 
Jacobson blocked the endorse-
ment of anyone for mayor. The 
city Dems endorsed no one.

As a “loyal” Dem, I did not 
participate in the primary 
process, even though I sup-
ported the incumbent. When 

Jacobson won the primary, I 
felt that all the citizens’ hard 
work to move the city forward 
would be for naught. I thought 
that his mayoralty would divide 
the city. I felt his mayoralty 
would be the worst thing to 
happen to Newburgh since 
Urban Renewal. Could I remain 
a “loyal” Democrat and sit back 
during the general campaign or 
support and vote for the incum-
bent who had helped move the 
city forward?

I had to follow my con-
science. I had to actively 
support the incumbent. The 
alternative would have been 
devastating.

Lisa Daily
Newburgh

Voting for Teachout in 
Democratic primary

Last fall I switched my 
political party enrollment to 
Democrat so that I could vote 
for Sen. Bernie Sanders in the 
presidential primary this past 
March. Now I’m thrilled to have 
the added pleasure of voting for 

Zephyr Teachout in our con-
gressional primary.

Like Sen. Sanders, I believe 
his campaign is about more than 
the presidency. The real change 
that we vitally need can only 
occur if we elect progressives 
like Teachout at all levels of 
government. We need lead-
ers in Congress who will move 
forward policies that will focus 
on the needs and increase the 
voices of people who are mar-
ginalized in our current system, 
to reform campaign finance, 
reduce government corruption, 
nurture local and small busi-
nesses and promote the use of 
renewable energy (no fracking!). 
In particular, close to my heart 
is her stance on public education 
reform. Teachout understands 
the federal government needs 
to revise its staunch position on 
Common Core and the related 
proliferation of standardized 
testing it has resulted in, and to 
better integrate teacher, parent 
and student perspectives into 
any educational reforms.

K.T. Tobin
New Paltz


